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In my capacity as counsel to Grupo TACA in Docket OST-2000-7088, I am

writing in response to your letter of March 26, 2001.

Following receipt of your letter, Grupo TACA made a further search of its
records. I have been informed that Grupo TACA has no studies, analyses, reports or
information produced since May 20, 1998 consistent with the scope of the “clarification”
set forth in your letter with respect to Item 3 of the DOT’s order issued on July 7, 2000.

Grupo TACA is concerned at the further delay that has resulted from both
its effort, and what we understand to be the similar effort of American Airlines, to review
all of their records in an effort to supply information that goes far beyond the original
Item 3 of DOT Order 2000-7-8. Grupo TACA believes that the further request made in
your letter of March 26, 2001 was in no sense a “clarification” of Item 3, but was a vast

expansion of the request made last July to which Grupo TACA believed it responded
fully in its filing of February 28, 2001.

Grupo TACA remains concerned at the further delay that has resulted from
your expanded request. Grupo TACA has asked me to emphasize to your office the great
importance to it of the further expeditious processing of its application for renewal and
approval of its Alliance Agreement with American Airlines and for antitrust immunity so
that Grupo TACA finally may enjoy the full benefits of the Open Skies agreements
between the United States and the homelands of Grupo TACA’s member carriers.

Sincerely yours,

TR DIRgH

Robert D. Papkin
RDP/bec
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